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WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

JUNE 1, 2009 

1. Call to order by Council President. 

Council President Meyler Gibbs called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

2. Roll Call. 

Present:  Justin Cordry 
 Meyler Gibbs 
 Ryan Kern 
 Gene Martin 
 Mike Uhlrich 
Absent: Harold Jones, Jr. 
Staff Present: Kurt Hassler, City Administrator 
 Denise Powell, City Clerk 
 Elizabeth Baskerville-Hiltgen, City Attorney 
Others: Rick Ensz, Vice-President, Cooper-Malone-McClain 
 Brian Lowe, Continental Pools 
 James F. Sullivan, Sullivan Palmer Architects 
 

3. Citizen Comments. 

None at this time. 

4. Consent Items. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on May 4, 2009 by Martin 
and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to approve the appropriations ordinance 2009-06 by Cordry and seconded 
by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
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5. Drug Testing Contract. 

Motion to authorize the Council President to sign a contract with TMHC Services 
Inc. to provide drug and alcohol testing for all fulltime and season employees, 
excluding all fire and EMS personnel from random testing, but not pre-
employments, reasonable suspicion testing, and post accident testing as presented 
by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

6. Swimming Pool Contract. 

Motion to adopt Resolution 2009-08, a resolution approving the selection of a 
purchaser of Washington Public Building Commission Revenue Bonds, Series 
2009, and a preliminary official statement for such bonds; and authorizing related 
matters, by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to approve the contract with Sullivan Palmer Architects, Inc. for the 
design of the proposed swimming pool not to exceed $20,000 by Kern and 
seconded by Uhlrich. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

7. Tami Coleman Request. 

No action taken.  

8. KMEA Request. 

No action taken.  

9. Easement. 

Motion to authorize the Council President to sign an Easement with the 
Washington Chamber of Commerce, to construct and maintain improvements on 
the property located at 121 East 3rd Street, by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
 Abstain: Ryan Kern 
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10. Easement. 

Motion to authorize the Council President to sign an Easement with the 
Washington Chamber of Commerce, to construct and maintain benches and 
planters on the existing sidewalks in the downtown area within the dedicated 
right-of-way, by Cordry and seconded by Uhlrich. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
 Abstain: Ryan Kern 

11. 310 West 2
nd
 Street. 

No action taken. 

12. Vehicle Mats. 

Motion to authorize the purchase of 12 mats and 20 hooks from Altec for an 
amount not to exceed $2,236.00 by Martin and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

13. Right of Way Dedication. 

Motion to authorize the Council President to sign the warranty deed dedicating a 
portion of Lot 1, Block 16 of the Original Town of Washington as right-of-way 
by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

14. Curb and Gutter Policy. 

Motion to approve the curb and gutter policy as presented by staff by Cordry and 
seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

15. Insufficient Funds Policy. 

Motion to authorize the Council President to sign the Insufficient Funds Policy as 
presented by staff by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
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  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

16. Municipal Court. 

Council discussed municipal court issues with City Attorney Libby Hiltgen. 
Hiltgen will look into requiring all out of state offenders to post cash bonds. 

 

17. Delinquent Accounts. 

Motion to declare the debt collectable and reinstate the debt for Todd and Mandy 
Laird by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

18. Executive Session. 

Motion to enter into executive session at 9:34 p.m. for 20 minutes to discuss 
nonelected personnel by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to enter regular session at 9:54 p.m. by Cordry and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to appoint Dennis Stigge as Water and Sewer superintendent with an 
increase in pay of 50 cents per hour effective with the pay period starting May 30, 
2009 by Cordry and seconded by Uhlrich.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
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Motion to retitle Tom Zabokrtsky to street/utility maintenance personnel by 
Martin and seconded Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

19. Reports. 

A. Kurt Hassler: 

1.) Mowing properties -- city keeps mowing and sending assessments 
to county and letting city maintain it.  Hassler stated he would like 
to some into municipal court to alleviate the problem. 

2.) 15/36 update – Out for bids and project will move forward. 

3.) EMC dividend – City received $11,279.85 in dividends from EMC 
Insurance Companies which was put in capital improvement fund. 

4.) Electrical meters – Meters are enclosed, surrounded by junk or 
fences and are not accessible to read by city staff. Ordinance states 
meters must be accessible. Letters will be sent to property owners 
in violation and given 60 days to correct the problem and if not 
corrected city will disconnect service. 

5.) South rock building rentals – Rental policy will be modified to 
state the building must be cleaned by 8 a.m. 

6.) Ball diamond lights – Lights use around 80 kilowatts an hour 
amount to an approximate cost of $15 per hour. Council agreed to 
create a policy stating that lights can be used for games only. 
Practice games and practices must be scheduled during day light. 

7.) Playground cover – Council asked Hassler to check with other 
companies on rubber ground cover and to proceed with applying 
for grant to help with the cost. Champlain, Concordia, will cost 
around $60,000. 

8.) Lagoon – Hassler stated the city received an invoice from Power 
Management for damage to Keesecker’s irrigation system from 
burning of lagoons. Prices seemed excessive. Hassler will follow 
up with contractor.  

9.) Hay ground – Roy Gould was in on behalf of Keith and Dan 
Zabokrtsky to see if he could mow and put up hay on ground by 
old airport. The Council agreed to allow Zabokrtsky’s to cut and 
next year will be put out for bids.  

10.) Delinquent account – City took an individual to small claims for 
back utility bill and the individual has no money but willing to 
work off what he owes. Council will not allow due to liability. 

 

B. Denise Powell: 
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1.) Motion to approve Cereal Malt beverage contract for Kenneth 
Johnson by Cordry and seconded by Uhlrich.  

 Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

 

C. Ryan Kern: 

1.) Equipment rental – Kern asked about the fees for renting a city 
dump truck. Kern asked if trucks were sitting at Garry Finlayson’s 
and John Metz’s and if they were be billed. Hassler stated he was 
aware of Finlayson but it was before the policy was approved and 
he wasn’t aware the city had a truck at Metz’s but would check 
into it. 

D. Gene Martin: 

1.) Right of way – Martin asked if Cohorst Engineering had been in 
contact with the City concerning a KSDS right of way. Hassler 
reported he had visited with them. 

2.) Junk vehicles -- Asked if City staff was proceeding with the 
enforcement of junk vehicles. 

3.) Ditch – Stated Alvin Brungardt stated work needed to be done with 
the ditch on F Street Hassler. Hassler to visit with Brungardt.  

E. Mike Uhlrich: 

1.) Ball field – Uhlrich stated he heard the gentleman who made the 
donation of $1,000 for repairs at the ball field was upset the money 
wasn’t spent how he had suggested. Hassler stated the donation 
was spent on the concession stand and bleachers. 

2.) Table and bench rental – Uhlrich stated the Council set precedence 
by letting the tables and benches go out of city limits. Council 
discussed the policy and possibly charging a larger deposit for 
going outside city limits.  

3.) CDL – Questioned what trucks summer help can drive. Hassler 
stated CDL’s are based on weight of the truck. 
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20. Adjournment. 

Motion to adjourn by Martin and seconded by Uhlrich. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 

 

  

Denise M. Powell, City Clerk 


