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WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

MAY 4, 2009 

1. Call to order by Mayor. 

Mayor Harold Jones called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

2. Roll Call. 

Present:  Harold Jones, Jr. 
 Justin Cordry 
 Tom Dragastin 
 Meyler Gibbs 
 Gene Martin 
 Randy Wyatt 
Absent:  
Staff Present: Kurt Hassler, City Administrator 
 Denise Powell, City Clerk 
Others: Ryan Kern 
 Mike Uhlrich 
 Raymie Jonte 
 Cherri Jonte 
 Anthony Kuehn, Boy Scout Troop 86 
 Jacob Greenwood, Boy Scout Troop 86 
 

3. Citizen Comments. 

None. 

4. Consent Items. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on April 6, 2009 and the 
adjourned meeting on April 13, 2009 by Dragastin and seconded by Wyatt.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
 

Motion to approve the appropriations ordinance 2009-05 by Wyatt and seconded 
by Cordry. 
 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
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5. Personnel Manual. 

Motion to approve the employee manual as presented with the following changes: 
Military Leave section to revert back to old policy and remove the first paragraph 
of the Family Medical Leave section by Cordry and seconded by Dragastin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

6. Installation of New Council Members. 

Meyler Gibbs, Ryan Kern, and Michael Uhlrich were sworn in by City Clerk 
Denise Powell. 

7. Election of Council President. 

Motion to elect Meyler Gibbs to serve as the Council President until the regular 
meeting in May, 2010 by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

8. Executive Session. 

Motion to enter into executive session at 7:30pm to discuss attorney client 
privileged information for a period of 10 minutes to include the mayor, council 
members, city administrator, and city attorney by Cordry and seconded by Gibbs.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to return to open session at 7:40pm by Martin and seconded by Gibbs. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

9. Swimming Pool. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 731, imposing a one percent city-wide retailers’ 
sales tax and related matters by Cordry and seconded by Martin.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
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  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to pass Resolution 2009-05, requesting the Washington Public Building 
Commission to issue revenue bonds for the purpose of paying the costs of certain 
public buildings or facilities, by Gibbs and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

After some discussion on the contract with Sullivan Palmer Architects, Inc. it was 
determined no action be taken at this meeting.  The council directed staff have 
representatives from Sullivan Palmer Architects and Continental Pools at the next 
council meeting. 

10. Mayoral Appointments. 

Motion to approve the following appointments: 

President of the City Council:  Meyler Gibbs 

 

One Year Term 

City Administrator Kurt Hassler  

City Attorney Elizabeth Baskerville-Hiltgen 

City Clerk Denise M. Powell 

City Treasurer Colleen Hillyer 

Municipal Judge Paul L. Monty 

Cemetery Sexton Greg Metz 

Fire Department Chief Mike Hattesohl 

Fire Department Assistant Chief Jeff Welch 

Civil Defense Coordinator Kurt Hassler 

Fair Board Coordinator Kurt Hassler 

Municipal Golf Course Coordinator Meyler Gibbs 

Official City Newspaper Washington County News 

Official City Depository First National Bank and United Bank 
& Trust 

 

Standard Hearing Officer (Term indefinite until someone new appointed by 

Mayor) 

Standard Hearing Officer     Jim Dodds 
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Public Building Officer (Is the City building inspector which is the City 

Administrator per Chapter 4 Article 2 Section 204 of the code of the City of 

Washington, Kansas) 

Library Board 4 Year Term, 7 Members 

(May only serve 2 consecutive terms-then after a 2 year lapse may serve again.) 

Blanche Graham 05-01-09 through 04-30-13   1st Term 

(Filled unexpired term of Karen Wells from 2006-2009)  

Mary Leck  05-04-98 through 04-30-10 2nd Term  

(Filled unexpired term of Bill Hays from 1998-2002) 

Jim McBeath 05-04-00 through 04-30-10 2nd Term  

(Filled unexpired term of Pauline Wells from 2000-2002)     

Dale Bond  09-07 through 4-30-11 

(Filled unexpired term of Beverly Nichols 9-07) 

Lynda Woodcock 05-01-08 through 04-30-12 1st Term 

Karen Stewart 05-01-08 through 04-30-12 1st Term 

Linda Nelson 05-4-09 through 04-30-13 1st Term 

Housing Authority Appointment 4 Year Term 

Jim Dodds 05-04-09 through 03-31-10 Filling unexpired term of 
JoAnn Mills 

Jeanette Stamm 04-01-06 through 03-31-10 Initial appointment 05-04-98 

Jim McBeath  04-01-07 through 03-31-11  Initial appointment 05-01-99 

Pat Linenberger 04-01-08 through 03-31-12 Initial appointment 05-06-00 

Amy Anderson 04-01-09 through 03-31-13 Initial appointment 05-07-01 

 

Tree Board Three Year Term (5 Members) 

Mary Leck  05-01-07 through 04-30-10 Appointed 05-07-07 

Greg Metz  05-01-07 through 04-30-10 Appointed 05-03-04 

Ron Scott   05-01-07 through 04-30-10 Appointed 05-04-98 

Barry Finlayson 05-01-08 through 04-30-11 Appointed 05-01-08 

Amy Anderson 05-01-08 through 04-30-11 Appointed 05-01-08 

 

Golf Course Advisory Board (10 Members) Three Year Terms 

(One member will be a city council member, One Year Term, see above)  

Lynn Schneider, Treasurer  11-1-05 through 10-31-08 

Jeff Brabec    11-1-05 through 10-31-08 
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Andy Goeckel, Secretary  11-1-05 through 10-31-08 

Russ Slater    11-1-06 through 10-31-09 

Karl Tiemeyer, President  11-1-06 through 10-31-09 

Dana Cecrle    11-1-06 through 10-31-09 

Ryan Huckett    11-1-07 through 10-31-10 

Mark Chapin    11-1-07 through 10-31-10 

Andy Bruna, Vice President  11-1-07 through 10-31-10 

 

Washington County Solid Waste Management Committee 

City of Washington Representative-Permanent Position 

Kurt Hassler, City Administrator (Effective June 23, 2008) 

 

Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board Two Year Term 

Mary Leck, Director 1 05-01-09 through 04-30-11 

Gene Martin, Director 2 05-09-09 through 04-30-10 

Kurt Hassler, Alternate 05-01-09 through 04-30-11 

 

Kansas Municipal Gas Association, Two Year Term 

Mary Leck     05-05-08 through 08-31-09 

(Filled unexpired term of Tim Schook) 

Gene Martin, Alternate Member  10-06-08 through 08-31-09 

 

Public Building Commission (as provided by City Ordinance No. 723) 

(Four members and one member shall be a member of the governing body of the 
City) 

One City Council Member  Michael Uhlrich 

One City at Large Member Lila Keesecker 05-01-08 through 04-30-10 

One City at Large Member  Shirley Marrs  05-01-08 through 04-30-10 

One City at Large Member Jerry Scheve     05-01-08 through 04-30-10 

 

by Cordry and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
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  Mike Uhlrich 

11. Tim Pinnick Request. 

Motion to allow Tim Pinnick to construct one additional storage shed as indicated 
on the sketch on the leased land at the old airport by Martin and seconded by 
Gibbs. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

12. Raymie Jonte Request. 

Jonte was present to dispute EMT contract. Jonte is to complete required hours as 
per the contract. Council will credit weekday hours between 8am and 5pm to meet 
required obligation per contract. Jonte requested a letter from City once the 
agreement has been met. Jonte is to work with Hassler and get his hours. 

13. Resolution 2009-06. 

Motion to approve Resolution 2009-06 amending rental for tables to $2 by Cordry 
and seconded by Gibbs. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

14. Resolution 2009-07. 

Motion to Resolution 2009-07 establishing rates for reimbursements for 
employees by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

15. Table and Bench Policy. 

Motion to approve the table and bench policy as presented by staff by Gibbs and 
seconded by Uhlrich. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
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16. Record Retention Policy. 

Motion to approve the record retention policy as presented by staff by Cordry and 
seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

17. Power Pole Purchase. 

Motion to approve the purchase of 34 class 4 40-foot poles and 5 class 3 40-foot 
poles from McFarland Cascade for an amount not to exceed $12,905.88 by Martin 
and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

18. Insurance. 

Motion to decline insurance options on broom, mowers and mechanical 
breakdown by Uhlrich and seconded by Kern. 

19. Cemetery Plat. 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the plat of the City of Washington 
Cemetery as presented by staff by Gibbs and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

20. Community Building Committee. 

Motion to appoint Kurt Hassler, Mary Leck, Patti Smith, Ric Johnson, Mary Ann 
Crome, Becky Pannbacker, Doug Anderson, Ryan Kern, and Erin Toole to the 
community building committee by Gibbs and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

21. Executive Session. 

Motion to enter into executive session at 9:05 pm to discuss non-elected personnel 
for a period of 10 minutes to include the mayor, council members, and city 
administrator by Gibbs and seconded by Cordry. 
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Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to return to open session at 9:15 pm by Gibbs and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

22. Reports. 

A. Kurt Hassler: 

1.) Motion to approve the proclamation for fair housing month by 
Gibbs and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
 

2.) K-15/US 36 possible bid letting delayed until June possibly July, 
2009. 

Motion to authorize Mayor to sign agreements with Blue Valley 
Communications and Kansas Gas Service for the K-15 project by 
Cordry and seconded by Gibbs. 

 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Motion to authorize Mayor to sign agreements with Blue Valley 
Communications and Kansas Gas Service for the K-15/US 36 
project by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 
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Motion to authorize Mayor to sign contract for construction 
engineering services for K-15/US 36 and K-15 project by Cordry 
and seconded by Kern. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Ryan Kern 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

3.) Chamber of Commerce -- would like to develop a memorandum 
of understanding on the old theater lot with the understanding a 
business wants to come in they will walk away. They are also 
looking at putting benches and flower pots on sidewalks. 

4.) Sewer Lift Station Pumps -- Update on sewer lift station pumps. 

5.) Industrial Park -- JV Cole who is currently leasing land at 
industrial park may be interested in subleasing the ground for an 
asphalt plant for the 36 overlay project. 

6.) Kansas Pride -- Hassler reported he would like to organize a 
volunteer group for a Kansas Pride program sponsored by the 
Kansas Department of Commerce. 

7.) Ambulance – Hassler and Yungeberg met with other ambulances 
service representatives in the county and they agreed they all need 
more money. Hanover has staffing issues and all the services are 
having financial problems. The group will go the County 
Commissioners to ask that the allocation be increased to 
$150,000. Currently the five services are allocated $70,000. 

8.) Hays Property – The Council asked that a title search be done on 
the Bill Hays property. Bill Hays is interested in giving the 
property at 310 West Second to the City.  

9.) KMEA – City received letter from KMEA requesting funding for 
the Alma law suit with Weststar. Item to be placed on June 
agenda. 

 

B. Harold Jones, Jr.: 

1.) Mayor Jones discussed the city’s inventory.   

C. Gene Martin: 

1.) Work Order System – Martin asked about a work order system. 
Martin stated an ordinance placing no parking signs were passed 
Nov. 5, 2007 and the signs are still not in place. Martin thought a 
work order system would help alleviate work not getting 
completed. 

2.) KSDS – KSDS recently tore a house down on Railroad Avenue. 
KSDS would like the City to vacate a portion of the right of way 
along Railway Avenue to have enough room to build a six-plex. 
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KSDS is currently having the property surveyed and their 
surveyor will write the legal description to vacate.  

D. Justin Cordry: 

1.) Alley -- Cordry asked if holes could be patched or filled in alley 
behind post office. Hassler to discuss with Street Superintendent 
Greg Metz. 

2.) Energy Savings Program – Cordry asked if other cities offered 
energy saving programs and if there was something available for 
the City to offer there residents. Hassler stated there is a 
weatherization program offered through North Central Regional 
Planning Commission. 

3.) Mulch – Discussed the possibility of replacing mulch at 
Munchkinland playground with rubber. Hassler to look into the 
cost. 

23. Adjournment. 

Motion to adjourn by Cordry and seconded by Gibbs. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Ryan Kern 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Mike Uhlrich 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

 

  

Denise M. Powell, City Clerk 


