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WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

April 6, 2009 

 

1. Call to order by Mayor. 

Mayor Harold Jones called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

2. Roll Call. 

Present:  Justin Cordry 
 Tom Dragastin 
 Gene Martin 
 Randy Wyatt 
Absent: Meyler Gibbs 
Staff Present: Kurt Hassler, City Administrator 
 Denise Powell, City Clerk 
 Libby Baskerville-Hiltgen 
Others: Mike Uhlrich, Washington 
 Cade Uhlik, Boy Scout Troop 86 
 Calvin Portenier, Boy Scout Troop 86 
 Tyler Kongs, Boy Scout Troop 86 
 Tina Uhlik, Washington 
 Dan Thalman, Washington County News 

3. Citizen Comments. 

None. 

4. Consent Items. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting minutes on March 2, 2009, 
with a correction to the After Prom donation being paid out of the Special Alcohol 
fund rather than Special Park and Rec fund by Wyatt and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Motion to approve the adjourned meeting minutes of March 19, 2009, by Wyatt  
and seconded Dragastin 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
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Motion to approve appropriations ordinance 2009-04 by Cordry and seconded by 
Wyatt.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

5. Personnel Manual. 

Discussed changes to the proposed personnel manual. 1) XIX. Leave (M) Change 
the FMLA language, back to its original format, everything underline comes out 
and everything crossed out stays in. Also discussed accumulated leave time of 
560 hours for salaried employees.  2) XIII. Conditions of Employment and 
Standards of Conduct (A) General. Last sentence should state this list is not 
exclusive it is only representative of the types of conduct which subject an 
employee to disciplinary action. Item tabled until Noon Monday, April 13. 
 

6. Ambulance service. 

Motion to not repair the backup ambulance, Unit 26, and to authorize staff to offer 
the unit for sale after salvage by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

City Administrator Kurt Hassler to create resolution to increase minimum wage 
standby from $6.58 to $7.25 an hour and to increase standby charge out rate from 
$30 to $40 per hour. 

The Council also discussed increase county funding for ambulance. Hassler to 
meet with representatives from out ambulance services within the County. 

7. Housing Demolition Program. 

Kurt Hassler, city administrator, stated this is on hold. Applications didn’t get 
turned into county on time and the County has denied the applications. Three 
applications were approved by the City Council and a fourth, Bill Hays, would 
like to give his property to the City. Hassler will visit with the Commissioners on 
Monday, April 13 and ask for leniency. 

Hassler informed the Council the County has asked for assistance to tear out 
sidewalks. Hassler stated the City was willing to help as it was tax dollars being 
spent.   

Motion to contract with Midwest Products, LLC for an excavator and truck to 
demolish up to four structures in the City of Washington contingent upon the 
county granting reduced landfill fees by Dragastin and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
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8. Ball Field Concession Stand Contract. 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Lori Cook to run the 
concession stand at the ball diamond in 2009 by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

9. Telephone Contract. 

Motion to authorize the City Administrator to sign a contract with The Phone 
Connection for a Plexar II system with 4 Access lines and 9 stations for a period 
of 5 years by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

10. Firefighter Relief Fund. 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Declaration for Participation in the 
Firefighters Relief Fund for 2009 by Dragastin and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

11. Electric Distribution Policy. 

Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Electric Distribution Standard 
Operating Procedures as presented by staff by Cordry and seconded by Dragastin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

12. Executive Session. 

Motion to enter into executive session to discuss non-elected personnel to include 
the Mayor, Council Members, and City Administrator for a period of 30 minutes 
by Wyatt and seconded by Cordry at 8:16 p.m. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
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Motion to enter into open session 8:46 pm by Dragastin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Meyler Gibbs 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
 

Move to hire Eric Zabokrtsky for summer help at $7.50 by Dragastin, seconded 
by Cordry 

 
Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Motion to reclassify Cody Dodd from summer help to head lifeguard at $8.25 per 
hour by Cordry seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Motion to bill Raymie Jonte for expenses incurred for EMT training of $969.71 
by Martin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Motion to clarify the pay increase for Dennis Stigge took effect March 7, 2009, by 
Cordry and seconded by Dragastin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

13. Reports. 

A. Kurt Hassler: 

1) Old City Hall. Hassler stated he would form a committee of nine 
people to look at old city hall and come up with a 
recommendation.  

2) Neighborhood Revitalization District. County commissioners 
repealed their portion of the plan according to Hassler. Our portion 
of the plan is still in affect however it doesn’t make the plan as 
enticing. 
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3) Curb and Gutter. Discussed the curb and gutter program. Under the 
current program the city pays for the removal of the existing curb 
and gutter. The property owner and city split the cost of the 
concrete, forming, pouring and finishing work, 50/50. Hassler to 
review the policy and put on the May agenda. 

4) Cemetery Plat. Hassler showed the Council the new plat for the 
cemetery.  

B. Justin Cordry: 

1) Utility Poles. Cordry asked about the purchase of 34 utility poles 
which were in the April accounts payables. Hassler stated he 
would place on next month’s agenda for council approval.  

2) Pool Meeting. Hassler gave an update about the pool meeting. 

3) Power. Discussed the recent power outages. Cordry also asked if 
the City had heard from Mike Schmaderer, Mid-States Energy 
Works, Inc., about power upgrades. Hassler stated he hadn’t 
received anything yet. 

14. Adjournment. 

Motion to adjourn to Noon Monday, April 13, 2009, at the pool by Dragastin and 
seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

  
Denise M. Powell, City Clerk 


