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WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

November 3, 2008 

1. Call to order by Mayor. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

2. Roll Call. 

Present:  Harold H. Jones, Jr. 
 Justin Cordry 
 Tom Dragastin 
 Gene Martin 
 Randy Wyatt 
Absent: Meyler Gibbs 
Staff Present: Kurt Hassler, City Administrator 
 Denise Powell, City Clerk 
 Jason Brinegar, City Attorney 
Others: Vernon Tegethoff 

3. Citizen Comments. 

No citizen comments were heard. 

4. Minutes, Bills and Appointments. 

Motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting of Monday, October 6, 
2008, and Appropriation Ordinance No. 2008-11, “An Ordinance Allowing 
Payment of the City’s Bills and Debits” by Dragastin and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

5. 700 B Street. 

Motion to issue a check to John Gaines in the amount of $2,462.48 to repair 
plaster damage and sign a waiver by Cordry and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

6. Locks. 

Motion to approve Ackerman’s No. 1 bid of $6,361.54 for locks by Cordry and 
seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 



Page 2 of 5 
 

7. Vernon Tegethoff Request. 

Motion to approve to pay up to $710 to hook up electricity to Vernon Tegethoff’s 
rental house by Pure Energy and refund Mr. Tegethoff for electricity charged by 
the City for months electricity was not hooked up if Mr. Tegethoff signs a waiver 
by Wyatt and seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

8. Health Insurance Policy. 

Draft policy for next month. 

9. City Hours. 

Motion to authorize eight hours of paid leave to be taken the Friday after 
Thanksgiving or Christmas by Cordry and seconded by Martin. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Gene Martin 
 Nays:  Tom Dragastin 
  Randy Wyatt 
  Harold Jones 

10. Identity Theft Policy. 

Motion to approve the identity theft policy as presented by staff by Dragastin and 
seconded by Cordry. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

11. Swimming Pool Consultant. 

Motion to approve working with Continental Pools on the swimming pool project 
by Cordry and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

12. Industrial Park Plat. 

Motion to approve the industrial park plat as submitted by Dragastin and 
seconded by Martin.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 
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13. Cemetery Plat. 

Motion to approve proceeding with re-plating the City’s cemetery using the 
services of Cohorst Engineering for an amount not to exceed $4,400 by Cordry 
and seconded by Wyatt.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

14. Christmas Lighting Contest. 

Motion to approve the 2008 Christmas Lighting Contest with 1st place award 
being 100% off the customer’s electric portion of their utility bill due on February 
10, 2009, 2nd place award being up to $50 off the customer’s electric portion of 
their utility bill due on February 10, 2009, and 3rd place award being up to $25 
off the customer’s electric portion of their utility bill due February 10, 2009, and 
that 2007 award winners, city employees, or governing body members are not 
eligible to win in 2008 by Dragastin and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

15. Resolution 2008-11. 

City Attorney Brinegar discussed options the city council would have available to 
them to recover the money due the city on a delinquent utility account. Council 
opted not to pass Resolution 2008-11. 

Motion to authorize the small claims procedure on outstanding utility bills to the 
property of 105 West Railroad Avenue by Cordry and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

16. Reports: 

A. Kurt Hassler: 

1.) Old City Hall. City Administrator Kurt Hassler will schedule two 
public meetings. 

2.) Rotary Request.  Rotary is pursuing a project at the airport for 
their centennial project. 

3.) Lunch Work Sessions. Meetings to be held from noon to 1 p.m.  
The first meeting is scheduled for November 12th. 

4.) EMT class applications.  Motion to approve applications from 
Helen Hubbard and Iola Wolfe for EMT class by Wyatt seconded 
by Dragastin. 
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Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

5.) Computers. Hassler informed the Council he plans to get bids for 
two new computers to replace the one used by the City Clerk and 
City Treasurer/Utility Billing Clerk’s. 

B.  Jason Brinegar: 

1.) Brinegar stated the 15/36 land acquisitions have been acquired. 
Hassler stated land acquired from Gaines and Kathy’s Fuel LLC 
needs to be registered as public right of ways.  

C. Randy Wyatt: 

1.) Lift station project – Hassler stated contractors plan to begin work 
Dec. 15. The delay is due to the delivery of the pumps. 

D. Justin Cordry: 

1.) Treasurer’s report – Cordry requested the October treasurer’s 
report.  

2.) Sirens sticking. – Hassler stated he has visited with 911 
Communications Director Sheila Ouellette and they are aware of 
and working on the problem.   

3.) Coleman property – Cordry stated the property at 123 West Eighth 
Street needs to be cleaned up and it looks worse now than it did 
before the City cleaned it up the first time. 

4.) Backroads News – Cordry asked if the City’s website could be 
linked to the Backroads webpage. 

5.) Law enforcement contracts – Cordry discussed the 2009 Law 
Enforcement Contract. 

6.) Electricity – Cordry asked about the brown out of electricity a 
week ago and if it was a city problem. Hassler stated the problem 
was caused by Prairie Land Electric. 

E. Harold H. Jones, Jr.: 

1.) Wind Generation – Mayor Jones asked if the contract with 
Lawrence Herrs and Keith Balthazor for wind generation were 
complete. Hassler stated that has not been done. He stated he is 
looking at an annual fee rather than a lump sum fee. 

  



Page 5 of 5 
 

17. Executive Session. 

Motion to enter into executive session to discuss non-elected personnel for a 
period of 30 minutes to include the Mayor, Council Members, and City 
Administrator at 8:56 p.m. by Martin and seconded by Wyatt.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Motion to return to regular session at 9:26 p.m. by Martin and seconded by 
Dragastin.  

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

18. Adjournment. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Cordry and seconded by Wyatt. 

Vote:  Ayes: Justin Cordry 
  Tom Dragastin 
  Gene Martin 
  Randy Wyatt 

Meeting adjourned at 9:27pm. 

 

  

Denise M. Powell, City Clerk 


